The Palace of Westminster, also called the Houses of Parliament, lies on the banks of the River Thames in the City of Westminster,
London. It has been part of British history for over 1,000 years. The Palace was the principal royal residence until it was largely
destroyed by fire in 1512 and it then became the permanent home of Parliament (the lawmaking group of the United Kingdom).

One of the Palace’s most famous features is the clock tower (now known as the Elizabeth Tower and more commonly referred to
as Big Ben). Is Big Ben the clock tower? No, what people actually refer to when they say “Big Ben” is the great bell inside the
tower that weighs 13.7 tons. The tower is 315 feet tall (imagine 21 London buses sitting on top of each other!). Big Ben chimes
every hour, and smaller bells around it chime every 15 minutes.
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